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Richard Dodds, Baptistown, NJ.
Hello, my name is Richard Dodds and I am the mayor of Kingwood Township.
Kingwood Township is 36 square miles in area and has approximately 3,800
residents. All of the households in Kingwood Township are dependent on
well water and onsite septic systems. The proposed pipeline will cut
through seven miles of the township from north to south with potential
impacts on every single well. I urge the commission to read the report
and testimony of the Kingwood Township Environmental Commission which
clearly spells out Kingwoods underlying geology and the source of our
drinking water.
If this Commission does approve this project, I am requesting that FERC
requires that all the wells in the Township be monitored – not just those
on the properties where the proposed pipeline is sited. This is a
critical issue in Kingwood because of the geological features of our
bedrock, as described in the aforementioned report. The monitoring,
conducted for a minimum of 10 years, should consist of pre and post
construction depth to water, well capacity, and recharge reports. This
work must be done by qualified independent hydrogeologists paid for, but
not employees of, PennEast.
If any wells are negatively affected by the construction of the pipeline,
Kingwood Township expects that the Commission will require PennEast to
make whole those property owners that are affected, by methods including
but not limited to drilling new wells, providing potable water in
perpetuity, or fee simple purchase of the property at rates based on the
past 10 year high. The same monitoring and making whole should be done
for all septic systems within the township.
Kingwood is known for its perched water table and numerous streams. Any
and all streams, stream buffers, wetlands, and wetland buffers must be
fully delineated and avoided along the route. The wetlands and streams
carry water that is used in the recharge of our groundwater and provides
drinking water throughout the region. Furthermore, a number of the stream
crossings in the proposed pipeline route are high-quality systems that
are protected by Federal laws. Delineations must be done by qualified
environmental scientists paid for, but not employees of, PennEast.
In addition to our precious water, Kingwood Township is home to a host of
threatened and endangered species.
Again, I urge you to read the read
the report and testimony of the Kingwood Township Environmental
Commission. If FERC does approve this project, I am requesting that FERC
require a complete multi-season study of threatened and endangered
species be conducted within 2000 feet either side of the pipeline
footprint. That study should meet the standards set by the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) for development in the New
Jersey Pinelands or the New Jersey Highlands.
This study must be done
by qualified environmental scientists paid for, but not employees of,
PennEast.
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Finally, for thousands of years, the valleys and hillsides in Kingwood
Township have been the homes and hunting grounds of aboriginal peoples.
The proposed route cuts directly through areas where Native Americans
have been known to live, as evidenced by the numbers of tools and
arrowheads found. If this Commission does approve this project, I am
requesting that FERC require a complete historical and cultural impact
study. This study must be done by qualified historians with knowledge of
Hunterdon County who will be required to walk the entire route in the
early spring or late fall when human activities are most visible. These
experts must be paid for, but not employees of, PennEast.
The bottom line is that Kingwood Township is opposed to the PennEast
Pipeline. However, if FERC allows this to go through, we respectfully
demand that there be no impact on the Township wells, streams, wetlands,
viewscapes, farms, threatened and endangered species, cultural heritage
or safety of Kingwood Township. The potential impacts are so severe that
mitigation is not an option.
Thank you
Richard Dodds, Mayor
Kingwood Township, New Jersey
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